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By Xlono's tentalum tentacles, Tackett, do you realize what you've gone and done?
Do you realize that by getting the schedule all fouled up you've eliminated the
blasted anniversary issue? Like September is supnosed to be the annish month and how
can you have an ennish if you don't put out an issue in September? Do you realize
there are literally tens of fans out there waiting for the grand and glorious annish?
What are you going to do about it?

Let 'em wait, .
This, dear hearts, is DYNATRON,
The twenty-third DYNATRON, more or less. More, I suspect. It—-DYNATRON, that is—is
e sort of fanzine., (What's a fanzine, daddy?) That 1is to say it is an amateur publi-
cation loosely devoted to speculative fiction and loosely thrown togeither (no, by no
means edited) by one Roy Teckett (and one is enough, ia it not?) at 915 Green Valley
Roed NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87107, USofA, DYNATRON, the fanzine that placed.,
€ress8hess28th?...in last year'e Fan Poll (Coulson's right, that damned poll is
worthless), is published every other month——most .of the tjme.v.LZBthiw-Egad!) This
mess of lime Twil-Tone and ink costs five 4y stemps per issue and if you freeloaders
think I'm kidding take & look at that zero on your mailing lebel. Oh, yeah, the num—
ber behind your neme tells you how many more issues you've got coming to you. If °
you have no number behind your neme—that's tough luck, Charlie, you may never get
off the mailing list. We also trade for other fanzines on a catch as catch can basis.
DYNATRON is, of course, @& Marinated publication. This issue dated October, 1964,
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed herein, particulerly in the editorial columns, do
not necessarily reflect those of the editor whose opinions are as shifting as the
sand in which he writes.

COVER......cce00eueessaby Arthur Thompson, & demned £00d MANee.ceccsvavessessaalOVOr
WRITINGS IN THE SAND.....Well, its my fanzine, isn't 1y S O P e TR S R R
THE POLITICAL PHILOSOFPHY OF ROBERT HEINLEIN, ...by Jerry Pournelle.eseeecececeeecessd
DREAM GARDEN..eevvoenescanscaessaoby Bill W R e T S R A S R S A -
A LAMENT FOR A LOST LOVE..........by John Baxter...................................9
PACIFICON BEPORT s ¢+ o/s s'e.6's 00 432 25by Do Franson, President, A TS e AT R | o
KEEP SI“IILING....-.o--oo.--uo.-oooby Len Moffatt.................-.........-.......10
MISCELLANEOUS SHORT STORIES, ARTICLES, JUNK.....by our faithful (?) readers..ece..I

Well, at least we placed above F&SF.

Hold everything. We now have & British egent. Yes. Gee, we're getting to be a
reguler-type fanzine with British agents end all. Our British egent 1is

Ethel Lindsey

Courage House,

6, Tangley Avenue

Suriuiton, Surrey
end she will happily collect all tie shillings and pence or whatever. Let's see now
the sterling price for this thing is, er, fmn, 12 rence to the shilling and 21/ to
the guinea, carry 11 and multinly by %G, no, ihet's my w.iet size, mumble, mumble,
Baxter, you're no help. Oh, yes, the Sterling area vrice is—are you ready—-1/6
the single copy or five for 7/6. Much cheesver “han ANALZZ, ycu see.

And remember

that in 1968 it will be the Pan-Pacificon: Los Angeles-Tokyo-Sydney. FHow's that
for a World convention?



HERL YOU -CAY TEPT,. . 31 AT 7 G G St o A SR R Ty
ey e VT e Do g ST, .lérdinglong_wdtrflﬁké_gominaTéhd Anotli€ér fan, -
~viHoge name, - T blush to sar,ientirelyescanes e, stopped by foria brief chat sfter
Pagcilicon TI and among other things mentiored thst the business session had, at the
behest of Narlen Zilison, agrecd to the formation of 1 "Huzo Tominating Committee.

—

According to thu special (jrarlan Eilisnn) issue of STARSDTIALE {cated 175epbl))
there is now in existence = "study Corridittest corsisting cf Ahbhony'DOHGh@r; Dick
Lupoff, Marlan RFllison, Ijbh.l Tindsay and Josef Nesvadba (who he?) whish i. ampowered
to study the Hugo nominstions syztem and present a preliminury renort at the Tondon
Convention and a final renort—for a vote--at the rext Alerican cenvantion,

There
Seems to be dissatisfaction in certain quarters concerning tie vmy the Igo nomina-
tions are made and the avards, er, awarded, (1ike maybe some writerig masterpiece
didntt get the Mugo-—or even nominated vet.) (ne assumes that there may be just a
bit of feecling that fandom doesn't recogrize a goow thing vhen it sees it, f
Well,
now, you ciods, how about that? :

Isnty it a wonderful, thing to now that you and you
and you (and even T) are not capable of recognizing a masterwork of speculative fic-
tion? That from now on there will be a special committee to tell us all what is good
and vhat isn't? .Doesntt that grab you? ~

T get an impression that T have been insul-
ted. And you. And you. Dear hearts, T nlsad gullty to being a semi-literate clods
a non~-intellectvral barbarian who doesn't appreciate the finer points of modern liter
ature. But, man and by, Ttve bheen reading speculative fiction for 30--0dd years and
the sheer mass of stories I've perused has pounded some distinction between good and
bad stf into my- thiclk sl Put at pacificon it was decicded tha T (and you) need
a cormiittee to tell me whai corstitutes a good stf yarn, : '
An old fannish expression
would seem to fit very nicely heve: meomt :

o7 tht tha emotionalism is out of the

way a few points would seem worth considering. Ihg argumeat is ademcef.taatJno one
fan can possibly read all the stf that is nrinted *hese dA)S 80 that scae Wo?oh{.yai?
may well be overlooked. Coupared with the boom vears thorc 1is rgi}ly Yery little s
being printed these days. Such a statement would have been JUStlLleq when there ?ere
between 30 and 40 different magazines on the newsstands as well as a vast outpouylngn
of both hardcover and pamerback books but it doesnft @old ruch water now, The field
certainly is not at an all-time low presently but it isntt overcrdwdeq gxthgr.
do find speculative fiction appearing in a wider variety of magazines :these ddys, 1L
certain amount is bound to be missed since even the m9st ardent readertcgn‘t;read all :
the magazines that might possibly contain a stf yam tucked avay betWe?n the CSVeri.

It is extremely doubtful that even the proposed melgat}ng Comuittee w11} be a ka. o
track down all the speculative fiction that appears curing the year, This spreading
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well.be

of the field into non-stf zines is nothing new and really should not be a source of
concern lest some masterworl: be overlooled, It has generally proved out over the
years--and still holds true~-~that only a very few of those stf yarns that appear out-
side the usuval sources are worth considering anyvray and those few are qQuilclkly calied
to the attention of those of us who missed them,

So who needs a comiittee?

In a
very real sense all fandom is a Jugo nominating committee, At a rough guess there
are maybe 100,000 regular readers of Speculative fiction in the country, 99,500 of
these take no part in the activities surroundirg the awarding of the Annual SF Achiev-
ment Awards. This, in effect, leaves a committee of 500 more or less active fans
who go about the yearly business of deciding the Huzo nominees and winners. That is
a rather large comrittee and T ecan thinl of few award-maliing committees that are big-
ger,

I can see a definite need for study of the system in some areas, The audio-
visual (or drama, if you will) award is one that has suffered in the last counle of
years. Of a certaimty rmuch in the way of speculative drama is overlooled because it
does not appear as a motion picture or on television., 4 special cormittee made up of
fans in the larger metropolitan areas who have the chance to attend plays, opera,
‘etc., would be able o cive recognition to those audio-visnal nresentations which do
not appear on the mass media,

There might also be a comiittee set up among those
fans who are close to the publishing business to call fandon's attention to specula-
tive fiction which appears outside the normal bouncdaries of the field,

However, the
suggestion that a special committee is needed to naize nominations in the regular
categories is an affrontry to all of fandom. : '
I think we should appoint a spec¢ial
comnittee to study the svstem of organization and nresentation of the annual conven-
tion.

7

The dynotron bomb. Note thet critical middle vowel there, my old. The dynotron
bomb is the foul eviael weapon with which the foul evial Neptunians are going to wipe
out the Jovian system. At one time the foul evial Neptuniens were just & bunch of
scattered foul evial natives but one of these foul evial creatures got hold of a foul
eviel book called MEIN KAMPF by a foul eviel Earthling called A, Hitler and he set
himself up es a foul evial dictator over the whole foul evial and he!s géing to use
the foul evial dynotron bomb to blow the whole Jovian system all to hell and ‘gone.
(Not to be confused with the Hell-and-gone Club being talked up as & successor to the
old Qutlander Society. The H&G Club so nemed becaused the prospective members all
live way to Hell and gone outside of L.h. proper.)

: : Anyway it's up to Ti' Gordon and
Johnny Demokles and Thurner .to prevent the foul evial deed. Ti Gordon happens to
heve @& ship that by some quirk manages to travel faster than light. Thurner is head
pilot of the Jup—Cal line and holds & license to travel beyond Jupiter. He's got to
pilot Ti Gordon's ship because Gordon doesn't have a license, you see. Johnny Damo-
kles is a Greek and says things like: "A fellow finds it this planet. She ain't
got & names and deesa fellows tink she's all watery. So they name her Mister Neptune.
Dem times long ego...two t'ousand year...t'ree t'ousend. What the hells!"

' ) ; > 8o the
three of them decide to sneak up on Neptune from the rear and flit out almost to .
Pluto and then sorta coast in towards Neptune. It looks as if it's going to be a
cinch. Only Thurner turns out to be & foul evial Neptunien and Ti Gordon and Johriny
Damoklés are tossed into the clink where Johnny gets & job moving cargo and Ti gee s
to work in the photo lab.  Johnny, like any good longshoremen, mantges to steal a
little impervium and Ti Gordon steals some photons: from the photo lab and treats it
which turns it into anti-grav which he mansges to rig up to be controlled by this"
radio he builds and they hook it onto the foul evial dynotron bomb and suspend the
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whole mese over the foul evial Neptunian capital. &Surrenderl says Ti Gordon,: Sor
I'11 blow us all to Hell and gone.l
The foul evial Neptunians see the light--it is
reflecting off the dynotron bomb herging there in the sky like the sord of Damocles—
and they surrender,
"The Greeks," Johnny Damokles said softly to nobody in particu~
lar, "have a word for it. Freedom!"

Whet the hells, Sport.

. This little gem 1s by
one Hugh Frazier Parker It is called, of course, "The Sword of Johnny Damokles" and
appeared originelly in PLANET STORIES in 1943 and was reprinted 10 years later in
the Fall, 1953, issue of TOPS IN SCIENCE FICTION.

TOPS IN SCIENCE FICTION, A Fiction

House Magazine published by Love Romances Publishing Co., Inc. T. T. Scott, Presi-
dent. (How should I know of what?) Malcolm Reiss is listed as editor and Mary
Berner as "Aecgeo. Editor". That's what it sayss Right there on the inside front co—
ver. It seys "Mary Berner Asso. Editor®.

Say, Tucker, do you remember the issue of
ASTOUNDING which listed "K. Tarrent, Ass. Editor"? Oh, I tell you the fans hed a
fleld dey with tket. Ah, the sophisticated fan humor of the early 40s when Haxry
Warner and Juffus were much younger,

This 1ssue of TOPS also reprints the semi~
classioc “Lorelei of the Red Mist" by Brackett and Bradbury (or Bredbury and Breckett
if you prefer) which is & fine sword and sorcery tale and one of the better stories
to appear in PLANET. The Lorelei was Renn who is described thus (pey attention,
Robin Wood): "She was tall and sleek and insolently curved. She wore & sort of
tabard of pale grey spider-silk, held to her body by a jeweled girdle, but it was
Just & nice piece of ornamentation. Her face was narrow, finely cut, secret, faintly
eamused, Her lips, her eyes, her flowing dlken hair were all the same pele cool shade
of aecquamerine.

"Her skin was white with no hint of rose. Her 'shoulders, her fore—
arms, the long flat curve of her thighs, the pale green tips of her breasts, were
dusted with tiny perticles thet glistened 1like powdered diemond."

Green! Did you
get that, Robin? Green, by Ghu!
: Turns out she's a figh.

Also we find rveprinted
here three minor items: "And the Gods Leughed" by Frederic Brown, "Grifter's Ag-
teroid" by Harold C. Fosse and "Saboteur of Space" by Robert Abernathy.

TOPS IN
SCIENCE FIOTION. Well, now, I dunno, chums, but it seems to me that with the excep-
tion of "Lorelei" they'd have been better ;ff if they had reprinted THE VIZIGRAPH.

Dynatron, for the benefit of such youngsters as Hank Luttrell and Jack Speer,
1s an electronic term derived from such s the "dynatron oscillator" and the dynatron
reglon of a tetrode vacuum tube. This is a region on the tube's voltage-current curve
where 1t acts @ bit backwards, as it were, and sometimes strange things happen.
Otherwise there is the Dynatron Corporation of Great Britein which manufactures radios
end televisions and the lilke~—~their slogan ie LProbebly the most expensive, certainly
the best. And I read recently where some fellow is marketing an automotive device
he calls the Dynatron which is supposed to increase fuel economy.
s There 1s a certain
ring to the worde I like it, f e

PAN-PACIFICON: LOS AngLES-TOKYO IN;1968

(continued on page 12)
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THE POLTITTICAL PHITOSCPHY OF ROBERT IETULETN
discussed by
J. B, PCURNELLE

The fundamental problem in understanding Robert Heinlein stems from a very bad
model of American polities which is currently in vogue--the idea that there is a
coherent Ieft and Right. Thus, because Meinlein is not of the Left and most certain-
1y does not f£it in the Center, he must be a Rightist; and that is identified with
being Conservative. Here is where the rub is, for Heinlein is not a Couservatives
in some ways he is 2 more dangerous enemy to Conservatism than ever were the Welfare
Tiberals who are presently the enemies of both Heinlein and the Conservatives, Some
of his ideas do fit in with Conservative theory, and he has been moving slowly in
their direction, but there remsins a rost basic disagrecuent,

GRS LAy . N ¥hile Feinlein has
been becoming more conservative in ‘his theory of govermment, he has not changed his
views of Society. . One major diiferenue.between*néinlein and the Conservabives is
that he makes a sharp distinclion between Govermment and Society, and believes that
stable governments. can be formed. even though within then the structure of Society is
transformed, undernined, and nade f]ﬂid.Z'The'Conservahivés—~including nyself --do
not accept this. The greatest theorists of the Conservasive philosopiyy have so inter-.
woven Government and Society as to have allewed their enenies to accuse them of not
knowing the difference betiween then, ’ s : .

. : . ol o Secondly, Bob fleinlein has accanted one tenet
of Conservatism: +that stable governments grow, and change slowly. Fhev eve not
constructed out of whole cloth, and they are usually not very rational, [motional
attachments ‘such as are generaied by State symbols (flags, anﬁhems,vtradiiions) are
more important than logic. only when a 'government is really bad do people start to
oppose it for rational reasons; most opposition to fovernmerit is irrational, * My own -
opinion is that history is most -assuredly on Heinlein's side in this issuas /Few '~
revolutionary states have lefi the supporters of the revolution better off “than they
were under the ancien regire, , il 3F;

e His' third belief is that soldiers do not fight for the
nation; they fight for +the Regiment., 7T think he is wrong in this, but only partially,
Professional soldiers do in fact fight for the legiment s but we have. done well with:-
citizen-soldiers, conscripts in Tact, whose allegience is not to their officers, but
to the Constitution or simply to America, ' Such citizen-soldiers are not optimum for
legionary-type areas like Jorea and Viet-Nam, but have done splendidly in all-out
war, TWhether in the future this is possible--Whetber_arateur, part-time, citizen~
soldiers will be sufficient in the next era can be sharply questioned. Heinlein'ts
readers should also recall that he is unaiterably opposad %o conscription in any
form, on moral grounds.. Thus for him the slternative of the citizen-conscript-soldier
is simply not open. Thus the volunteer symy, the trained professiona? snldier
(SPACE CADET, STARSHIP TROOPZRS )~ Recognising the danger to g state from this kind. .
of army, it is trained to fellow.the orders of ite of ficers, the officers (in AT
TROOPIR) areé not ‘active particinants in-ile nrocess of governmént."Only_afterfreé_
tirement can they have a hand in the framing of poliey, - = - SR LIeL i
¥ A s Rl is fourtll Delief is one ..
very similar to a position T have beer drguing in the politital scieénce Jjournals fon
sore time, Tt is a kind of Marxism, 4in ‘the sense 4Mat it is a Belief in g semi-de- '
terminisn'in social orders. . The difference ‘is that lparx ' believed in absolute de- ..
terminism, and his was economic. The nosition ig roughly this: = only Those wWho have
a hand in the most important activities of the State will govern it, The indispen~
sible nen 7111 run the country, and there is notihing you can do about it, TR Hie. -
imortant work of the state is production, and there are few or no external enemies,
the men in charge will be managers and.engineers, with a sprinkling’ef politicians,
If the State is at war, and the war continues for any length of time, the fighting
men will end up in charge. This is irnevitable, 1In the past, (since the collapse of
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Teudalism) mass armies have been necessary, and thus Democracy was the preferred and
inevitable form of government, ‘Then, however, the armed citizen, the conscript sol-
dier is USELESS in.the defense of the State, & d contributes little to its survival
(either economic or military), then the professionals vill end up in charge. They
have the real power; and after a while they will refuse to take orders from those
they no longer respect., iote that this above is a theory of reality; it is not advo-
cacy, and it implies no apnroval., Tt is not normative, it is descriptive. If it is
true, this is the way the world is » and all the wishing in the world wontt make it
less true., It is idchelst' Tron Law of Oligarchy translated into general terus,
: For
leinlein, at least in several of his books, the question is: assuming that the above
is a true statement (and there is powerful evidence for its truth) Then what kind of
organization will STILI. preserve SOIE freedom for the rest of the citizens? Tt is
not a trivial question, ; '

Attacks on feinlein should take one of two £ orms: a criti-
cism of his pover theory of goverrment--that is a real analysis from history of the
observed fact that goverment is always oligarchical to some extent s with an argument
that the future will be different 5 or, granting his power tleory, an alternative so-
cial organization that will worlk which is preferable on ethical grounds. lere at-
tacks on the ethics of Feinleints model societies are insufficient; it is necessary
to show that in this -rorld, where there ARE tigers, a more pleasing social order can
be constructed and that it is STABLE, For an exauination of factors maldng for
political stability, I invite the reader to look at Vilfredo Paretots studies of the
circulation of elites. T doubt thnt anyone will enjoy it; I didntt; but it does
clearly indicate some disturbing truths of history, :

: Those who attack Heinlein should
also stop confusing lon-Democratic government with Totalitarian sovernrent. They are
not necessarily the same thing, 7Tt -is possible to have non-totalitarian, non-tyran-
nical goverrment without democracy, See Aristotlets "politics" for a start, and work
up to the present, : \

' They should also stop confusing potestss with jurisdictio,
Neinlein, lilke the early monarchis theorists and many Conservatives today argues that
WITHIN its legitimate sphere of action, govermment not only should possess all the

' power necessary to get its job cone » but that it inevitably will do so, Bertrand de
Jouvenal has argved the same thing in "Powert, Therefore s the thing to ‘do is to

limit the sphere of operation of rovernment, This s inevitably, means that many humane
things we should like %o have government accomlish simnly cannot be nade a government
Job, lest we sive govermment pover in areas we cannot control, I'any welfare programs
fall into this area, The argunent is legitimate, but I should be the last to say
that the elfare Iiberals are dead vrong in not accepting it. But they should under—
stand the implications of what they advocate. . _ '

Thus, Ileinlein is trying to reconcile
his irrational belief in the dignity of man--a belicf that I share with hin--vrith
political Teality...with the realities of POWIR. His social models all work toward
that end. In GUIF he showed the problem of letting it slip just a little s and pro-
duced the frigshtening nicture of the suoerman who thought of the rest of humanity as
dogs or cats—a picture which is all: too possible. Heinlein does not believe that the:
gifted among us will continue indefinitely to take orders from men they do not respect,
who cannot do without gifted peonle, and who think that they have all the pover and
the glory. He wants a world in which every man has a chance to live in dignity; but
which recognizes that every man is not equal to every other in those skills which make
some men powerful, ,

) In STARSHIP TROOPIR, Meinlein attempted to show a screening device
which would select those with power potential and put them in charse of the State r
but yet do so in such a mamner that their incentive to misuse their power was minimal,
There is a lot to think about in that book, Tre fact that one does not like the so-
cial order so generated means little, The problem is, with what do you replace jit?
The feudal age was similar to the modern one s in that most people were unnecessary
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for the survival of the State, Jarfare was the business of men trained to it from

an early age, Feudalism fell, not with gunpowder, but at liorgarten when Swiss rea-
sants rediscovered that discipline was a damn good weapon. Then came Swiss democracy,
iistorically, democracy has always been a concomitant of mass armies,.,not that there
have not been undemocratic mass army states, but that there have been no states 1
think of, for any length of time, in which democracy was possible when technicians
of war were supreme. The problem is real, Bob Jeinlein tries to deal with it, I
don't think that makes him a craclmnot,

You may remerber that in DOUBIE STAR there
was no external eneryy, no pressing problem of econormics, and plenty of symbolic ap~
peals to loyalty. e evidently thought it could be stable, But notice the condi.
tions; and notice that he gloseed over how you get there from here., Because that is
problem nwiber two: after Jou have described Utopia, you rust show us how vou get to
ite I remind you that problem has been with us since Platots three States: TR
REPUBLIC, THE STATESIAN, and THE TATS. mNeinlein may not be‘a modern Plato but he ad—
dresses himself to the same problems as did platotg student, Aristotle: what is the
best we can do in this world? And in this world there are tigers,

JERRY POWRNELLE

DREAIT GARDEN by a fairytake
= BILL WOLTF=MNBARGER

One day in a far-off and forgotten neverland, there was a king called King
WTinterproof, and a queen named Queen Flowertuff.

e larg was soft and easy for farming,

The entire kingdom was quite happy. ;

On this particular day, one of soft rainy, a maiden went tripping her way through
the Dream Garden. and there, amid the dream flowers, her eyes caught to some strange
and bewildering face, The pillowlillies beside the maiden moved uneasily,

To make a long story very, very short, he said his name was Captain Dreamer,

Long ago, he said, he had dreamed-up the ldngedm and the King and the Nueen and
every 59 years or so he would come visit here to see that his dream was still in
fine worling order, :

The maiden, after hearing this from this fantastic fiend, placed her puppy=-1like
nose upon one of the rainbow-like flowers. And there, (as Captain Dreamer placed a
spell on her) for the rest of her days and nights, she could not see or feel or guess
of anything of the world she had lived in and loved in. To eternity her universe
would consist of nothing but knowing the rainbow-lile flower-thing stretching its
perfect infinity, on and on, hoping, some day or some night, to reach her pot of gold
before the World came to an ord,

For Diana and Rene.
BTLL WOLFENBARGER

b
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A LAMENT FOR A LOST LOVE

by
JOHN BAXTER
Mars is not what it was, that's true;
But nor is Venus. Dc you recall
The endless desp liquescent biue
Of Venus' oceens in our dey?
Those ginen—glinned maidons, heckoning
With siren hends thet said "Come away
To depilia of wondering
And joy lingering?"
Then Kuitner came and {%n diaguise
For sure he !zmow nis subtle crime)
Dostroyed the peace that in our eyes
Wes Venus. 'neath those glooming seag.
He planted well the seeds’ of war
And in his feeps did. the diseasge
Of man take root, and claw
Its way to shore. .
After that, the old progression
Of pioneer, settler, farmer,
Venus acquired discretion.
Our green seas and floeting charmer
lere gone, and in their place were fields.
There are still etorms, but they are calmer.
To the sword that science wlelds,
Fantasy yields.
‘We have no hate of quiet or peace,
But vur quietness is not the same
As that or fermers. Let life cease :
Its frantic pace. | Dreemers, we are lame. _
e do not cheer when progress parades. :
We ask this, without fear or shame,
Leave us with the green shades
And the mermaids,
JOHN BAXTER

A 4

PACIFICON REPORT
by
DONALD FRANSON

e hed a very interesting convention. Lots of veople were there,

" DONALD FRANSON
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KEEP SMILING!
A Conventional Column by
LEN MOFFATT"

Right now the Apartment 5 phonogreph is playing some fine dixie type jazz by the
Hot Club of Belgium. This is supposed to put me into the mood to write the conven-
tion report I more or less promised for DYNATRON but I don't think it will be a full
length, comprehensive remort. I took some sketch notes and shot about 40 color
slides at Pacificon II but the convention ended ebout 11 days ago and some of 1% is
rather hard to remember.

Oh, I can remember individual events but I'm not sure which
day or which night each of them occured. The Program Booklet doesn't help much, as
some of the program items got switched around, as heppens at conventions, and some I
missed because I was busy heving & good time elsewhere in the Leamington, or got up
too late and was having brunch, or,..well, you know how it is. I'm reasonably sure
that there will be several reports written and published about Pacificon II. 1In
fact, one of them I heard about was even written before the con.

I went to the con
to meet vpeople, to have & good time, to enjoy my vecation—and I did. Thanks to the
Clintons I continued to enjoy myself for three deys after the con by staying over in
the Bay Area. But those three days could fill a column by themaselves. The best I
cen do is to give some of the highlights, the items I liked best. And maybe a couple
of things I didn't like.

For instance, three paintings were stolen from the Art
Show, Thank Foo it wasn't eny of the originals by St. John or by John Coleman Bur-
roughs. Thede were on display courtesy of Hulbert Burroughs, who is manager of ERB,
Ine. Hully Burroughs is & nice guy and this was his first stfcon and it would heve
been @& helluva note if these priceless items had been merred or stolen.

The Art Show
1tself was obviously a highlight of the con. The Business Meeting was both & high-
light and a bad scene. It was poorly conducted, the chair being quite tired at that
stage and probably hung over, and the attendees were a noisy, hard to control bunch.
The most importent thing I did et the business meeting was to take a pic of Bill
Roteler and the Rotsler girl who had appeared et the Costume Party in what scemed to
be the "altogether". The girl, thet is, not Rotsler. I wanted something different
—&a pic of her with her clothes on.

There were pronosals, amendments, riders to
amendments, &rguments, counter-arguments, counter amendments. It was wild. Read
ell ebout it elsewhere. Seriously, an effort was made to better the Hugo nomination
situation. After much argufying & committee was establish to handle seme for the
next couple of years, same committee to also study a way to make the whole thing more
practicael and realistic. It's & good committee, representing both the pros and the
fens, so let's give them & hand and wait for results.

The real highlight of the bus-

iness session was the bid for the Virgin Islands (St John's to be specific) for 1965.
It was a gag bid, of course, presented by Silverberg (who did a better Robert Benchly
bit than I could ever do) and seconded by Ellison. ATom, indeed & jolly good fellow,
bid for London, seconded by Wally Weber who begged us to vote for London "or Ella
will kill me..!"

Neturelly London won, but St John's pulled about one~third of the
votes! The pros who sponsored the Johncon bid were somewhat dismayed when sc many
hends went up for their site. Apparently they hedn't learned that some fans will
vote for damned near anything if it sounds wacky enough., Later I heard that these
séme pros may put in a serious bid for the Virgin Islands es & con site at some fu- -
ture date.
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The Westercon went to Long Beach in '65. The LASFS bidders withdrew in favor of
the Leng Beach committee and San Diego didn't have a chence. But if the same fans
stay 1n San Diego for the next couple ofyears there's no reeson why they shouldn't
cop the bid for the '66 Westerson. :
: The Costume Party waa a highlight and the costumes
were cleverer and more beautiful than ever. I wes unhappy thet Lauren Exter's
Double Star (from Heinlein's novel) double costume didn't get a prize. It was so de-
signed that he was both the actor and (by quickly removing pert of it) the politieian
the actor doubled for in the story. If you don't know what I'm talking ebout go read
the story. OChief Red Feather and his Indian troupe performed various dances and some
expert bow and arrow marksmenship., The first part of the Chief's show was somewhat
interrupted by the nearly naked Rotsler girl , which just goes to show that some
sclence fiction fans are more interested in sex then they are in Iandians.

The Ban-
quet featured entertaining, informative, interesting, and warm—friendly telks from
Forry Ackerman, Leigh Brackei% and Ed Hemilton, aided by thet greet toastmaster, Tony
Boucher. 3Sam Moskowiiz, presenting the Firet Fandom Hall of Fams Award, telked—too
long—about Hugo (errsbach, the award's recipient tyis year., Uncle Hugzo wasn't there
but we sure learned e lot about him frow SeM. I'm noi objecting to being informed,
but SaM's talk was just too lengthy for the purposes of presenting an award at & ban-
quet thet elread had a long slate of speakers. Tony was much more concise in hand—
ing out the Hugos, each of whor got e standing ovation, started by the ovation for
Cliff Simek who wes hepnily there to receive his Hugo in person. The guests of honor
81l spoke et reasonsble lengths—in fact I could have stood to heer more from them.
Forry told thirgs abcut his life in tne ran end stfield that I doubt he had ever told
to @ public audience before, toucking on his 4rcubles as well as the ahopier parts of
hls 1ife. Leigh's theme ‘dealt with wondering how her life might have been had she
not tried to write atf'and'thua never meet her kind of people, including her husbend.
Ed told of his early struggles as an author, offering both sound and humor-filled ad-
vice to young would--be writers.

: Before I forget I'd just like to let Bob Tucker know
that I spent five bucks 8t one of the auctions to get copies of old LE ZOMBIES, circe
World Wer II, I'd had these et one time but my copies go: lost or strayed, end I nos-
talgicelly jumped the bidding to get the things. I'm not really a fanzine collector,
but LeZ 1s an all time favorite fenzine as far as I'm concerned.

There wecre 525 per-—
sons present at the con and the fear thet the teen-age monster-fers would take over
was unfounded. There were & number of them ihere, but ectually the teenagers were in
the minority. Qunetity-wlse, that is—no pun intended. And well behaved.
I attended
one of the meetings conducted by Forry and found it fun and hope-giving (meaning some
of these kids will probably become ndult stfans). Walt Deugherty anctioned off a few
jtems (books, megs, movie posters) to onow the kids how it was done and then they had
a contest to pick the best teenage auct’oneer. Walt sat in the audliensze to judge and
to choose the winner. It was fun wetching these kids trying to meke like auctioneerw.
Some were shy and forcing themselves, some wzre corny (1f I may ussc & swing era term)
and a couple were pretty good. The winner wes Bill Glenville, age 16, of Oakland,
Calif., Like, local boy makes good. I forget what the prize was, but phviously some-
thing they felt waes & valuasble addition to one's monster fendom collection. Then Walt
austioned off Forry, and Bill Glenville won by meking the top bld. I th}nk it waa
around five bucks. “hat he got, of course, was an_ hour of Forry's time @nd lunch with
the great Ackermonster. ) 5 .
The winetesting was fun, too. What you do at a winetasting,
see, is...well, taste wine. I found it all very tasty, yes... 2 S
Fritz Leiber's telk on
monsters we know end love wes possibly the all round best talk of the con. Not only
because of Fritz's wonderful voice and delivery, but his enalysis of the subject mat-
ter was both spellbinding and informative. His voice wan @also put to good use ona
tape-recorded, slide-illustrated progrem on HPL, put together (and nicely) by Ackermen,

DYNATRON _ Page 11



Daugherty, Seam Russell and Fritz. The slides were mostly various ertist's conceptions
of HIL's stories and poems, with Fritz reading the appropriate lines or paragraphs
from Lovecraft's writings. I'm not en HPL buff, but recommend the program to anyone
Interested in fantestic literature, artwork, end dramatic readings. Forry, Walt, and
Sem did & good job of putting the introductory parts on the tape, and whoever did the
editing (prob'ly Nalt) must be especially commended. :

: Herlen Ellison gave a humorous
diatribe against the TV/Hollywood attitude towards "edapting stf to e visual medium”.
Ellison is always "on" and most alweys amusing. o=
' Although the con was well attended
(with the hotel full-up and some having to get rooms in other hotcla) there were a
number of people I missed, who couldn't meke the con for one reeson or another.

" Among those were our dynatronish editor and wife, and, of course, .Ed and Anne Cox,
the Trimbles, the Clintons, the Goldstones, like Hinge; the Nevilles, Tucker, and
others. Even with 525 present, plus the number of non-members who visited the lobby
end mezzenine, there were 2 number of friendly faces missing. 'Tis thus at every con,
I reckon. There were people I knew wouldn't be there because they live too far away,
- such as Ella and Ethel, But I deviged a method to send kisses to.them -vie Arthur
Thompson without heving to kiss the ATom mug meself. Ummm...best to let Arthur tell
8bout thet in his report. Of course, if he chickens out and doesn't tell, I wille...
Keep smiling, . e

i LEN MOFFATT

MORE WRITINGS IN THE SAND

A note about things to come. In #25, scheduled for February, we'll have Jack
Speer! sFANTASY FICTION DECIMAL GLASSIFICATION. This work, brought out by Speer
several years ago, is of great importance to the serious student of the fantesy field.
I understand there are still a few of them sround. It is also useful to such as
collectors. I highly recommend 1it. _
' Those on the reguler meiling 1ist will get the
Decimal Classification as a matter of course. However, if you know of anyone whe
might be interested in it I'd eppreciate it if you'd pess the word elong. A simple
request—eaccompanied, of course, by five 4¢ stamps—will reserve @& COpY. )
As for
DYNATRON 24—1t'11 be out in December.
: ; Demn. Somehow I managed to change the
schedule. December put us in the Christmes rush. Owell, maybe the mail servise
will be better during that month then ordinarily.

Sometimes even the best slip a bit. Most of you know by nnw that I place Ed
Hamilton up on top of the list of my fevorite stf authors. Damn fine story teller.
So it was with pleasure that I picked up BATTLE FOR THE STARS at the newsstand the
other day. According to the credits this was originally published in 1961 but the
originel pldce of publication isn't given. :

I menaged to get through the first four
chapters before I gave it up. Ed goofed, £y :

; Jay Birrell and some of his bunch are
scouting into the WYid{/gf/¥A¢/JLHf¥ ater cluster N-356-44 chasing down & rumor thet
the FHYLAH/Fsylf Orion space navy has a base there, There's ornly one wey into the
cluster, ya ‘see, and thet's through this great rift. Birrell's bunch go zeoming in
there Lbetween the huge nliffs of stars™ ever on the alert for embush. The P rift
is narrow end there are all sorts of Fgg¥y sters for the beddies to hide behind.
e AL S e S LR P = Ty i . Uat BN T ot e | They
meke It through end finally errive et this JAZ{d/V{{Y{¢# plenct and sure enough .
the baddies are there. The baddies teke Birrell orisoner but the Chief (I think his
neme was Sitting Bull) cleims the white-eyes have thereby broken the treaty and
chases everybody oute Birrell gets bask to hils YgFAf spaceship and they head out
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but the baddies try to cut them off at the pass. So Birrell goes up over the gt/
YdIfd rift and into the nebula.

That's where I got off, One line summery of BATTLE
FOR THE STARS by Edmond Hemilton: Hi-yo ;ilver, Avaaay,

The locel television guide,
which I scan daily just in case there might be something worth viewing, told me that
Ray Bradbury would be the guest of Steve Allen a few nights back. So at nine-thirty
of the p.m. I tuned in. Mr. Allen came on and things were pretty hokey for a half-
hour or so. Then he introduced Bradbury: &Lthe king of the science-fiction writers,
8 man who has written more science-fiction...etc.l . Bradbury looked pained. Allen
plugged some of Bradbury's books, Ray explained to him the idea behind FAHRENHEIT
451, and they yekked & bit between commercials. Rey said that what he was trying to
show in his stf yarns that the definition of & humen being must be broadeneds that if
We get out to Mars and find 12 feet tell intelligent spiders we'll have to consider
that they are humen beings.

Bradbury came off much better than Rod Serling did on
8 similar progrem some time back. Ray at least knows his stfish basics.

Another

Harlen Ellison epecial edition of STARSPINKLE arrived in time to call my ettention to
THE OUTER LIMITS and Ellison's "The Glass Hand", Ellison says, in STARSFINKLE, "The
Glags Hend starts twenty thousand years in the future when the Kyben conquer Earth in
nineteen days. Humare have no defense but & radioactive plegue with @ half-1life of
99 years—but it kills all intelligent life. The aliens are astounded when, over-
night, the seventy billion Earthmen venish, down to the last man, womén and child-—-
leaving only a strange man nemed Mr. Trent, who has in place of hia left hand a sur-
gically-grafted transparent computer, the fingers of which are the computer's brain-

lobes."
Ellison says that he intended to write & chase yern within a stf framework.

He was partially successful. "The Glass Hand" is & fair-to-middling chese with a
moderate amount of suspense. The stf element is something else again., Ellison did
use & little bit of everything: alien invesion, time-travel, comoutors eand robots,
etc. But I quibble with the speculation that the time-travel involved would be only
8 one-way affeir and ebout the effectiveness of & gold medallion worn loosely around
the neck on a fragile chain acting as & focus to keep the visitor from the future in
the present. If the medallion were & necesgsary part of the time—-travel device then
surely it would have been more securely worn. One wonders also about e radioactive
plague that is able to differentiate between all life end all intelligent 1life.

Ellison hes been publicizing his stories for THE OUTER LIMITS in hopea of get-
ting the Hugo for Best Dramatic Presentation. The Gless Hand wes better then Soldier
but neither is, in my opinion, of Hugo caliber. Eliison writes well, but he is not
8 Wells or a Welles, and his science-fiction leaves much to be desired.

Perheps it
i1s that the prover wedium for stf is the printed word which allows the reader to ex~
ercise his cwn imagination. 8tf movies, stage end teleplays just don't seem to come
off. There are, I think, too meny limitations. It will take an outstanding writer
to overcome the limitations imposed by the visuael media and vpresent a stf yarn that
really comes over. It has been done—"Things To Come" and "Metropolis" come to mind
—-but not recently. 1I'll give Ellison an E for Effort but unless something comes
élong to cheénge my mind in the next couple of months I still intend to vote "No
Awerd" for Best Dramatic Presentation.

Heh. One notes that the limitations of TV
did cut into "The Glass Hand". Ellison says it started 20,000 years in the future’
but it ceme out as only 1,000 years. That's the way it goes in TV—you've got to
cut corners wherever possible and if you can save a thousand years here and a thoue
send years there there may be enough left over to use on next week's show.
ROY TACKETT
ey
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CURRENTE CALA O

This is the lettercols You were expecting maybe fancy layouts and headings?
Be happy with the typed ones. "Currente Calamo" was the original title of the edi-
torial column which later became "l‘arinating® and tlen M7ritings In The Sand", Tt
means '"with running pen" or "offhand" and seems apnropriate for this issucts locol
since most letters of comment are written rather offhandedly. Is it not? Tt is.

A certain Scots lassie complains that the way I set off my editorisl insertions
in the letters ((1like this)) is hard on the eyes. ILthel, dear, so get some glasses
from the Hational 1#€alth Service. Meantimes, herets the letterhacks.

THE FALLEN MIGHTY by Wally teber, Box 632, nuntsville, Alabama 3580L 13sepbl
Dear Dy, : : ;
Stripped of my super-powers, I now come to you humbly as a common letterhack,
hoping you will have mercy I failed to show. Of course T!m sorry now for the way I
once treated letterhacks, but no doubt itt's too late to help,
' : h DYAIATRON 22 surprised
me yesterday and, having better things to do, T read it through at once. (iMever do
a better thing when there are worse to be done. Renember that. ) ((Exactlyt)) Twelve
pages of letters? Thatts terriblet ((True.)) Using all that space Up with mindless
drivel when you could be publishing John Berry stories instead, or articles by Asimov.
How come you don't have any material by those two anyway? ((I never asked.)) And how
about better layout—-more illustrations—-more pages? ((DidnTt y5u ofice ¥rite this
same letter to PLANLT STORIES?)) You sure are cheap. ((As chedp as poSsible,)y T
once though T would Send you sore money for a subscription; Buf fiow T Ton't Fnow.
Yeep sending them to me free—-T like it better that way.

Humbly, I go on to the is-
sue at hand. You rmst be one of those idealistic fans who think science fiction fan-
zines should have something to do with science fiction, Tf so, then perhaps you will
want to join Harlan rllison'!s secret organization dedicated to awarding Hugos to
authors who deserve them instead of awarding them to authors fans are fond of, ar
missed the part of the pacificon IT business meeting where this problem of awarding
Hugos was mentioned, but I understand a committee is being formed to study tle situad
tion. If so, perhaps DYNATRNN can participate in the project by malking it a subject
of discussion, :

S0 go out now and discuss, Ilow car fandom award Hugos in a scientifie
manner so that the most deserving story (or-whatever) wins? Iany Hugo voters have
not even read all the stories on the ballot, according to current rumors.,

I believe
the trend at the Pacificon TI business meeting was to have 'the awards decided by a
committee of competent deciders, There are some objections to this, one of them
being that this would be a step toward separating the authority governirg the awards
from the group responsible for doing the work. iTe would have this committee deciding
what awards should be give and to whom they should be presented s and then we vwould
have the current convention comuittee left with tle details of financing the trophies
and doing the slave work. ((It secems to me that welre getting too damned many organ-
ized comudttees in fandom, TE1S BeTtInzg To be Tike mindade cTubsy)y ~ ~~ — — i

=)
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‘ ; But on to DYIA-
TROM. T particularly liked the ATom cover, yowr comment on the lack of peaceful use
of nuclear power, Zd Cax's attempt to better his mark in the Baxter quiz by revising
the method of scoring, and the concern expressed by the readers over the previous
issvet!s over-abundance of page nine, The item T liked least was Bill Jolfenbarger!'s
"The Mightness," mainly because the mood it struck was not the sort of mood T enjoy
feeling, ] ;
Inclosed please find some stamps, you cheapskate.

4
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A QUARTIR-INCH OF LINT-FUZZ by Phil Harrell, 2632 Vincent pve., Norfolk 9, Vifginia

Iy you really rust be getting desperate, printing one of my letters. ((Verre
broadminded. All are welcome here,)) Whatta ya think you are anyway? CRY?™ Enyway
The Tgoboo iS niCe so T1T1 rejoice in it, You have a nice wacky sense of humor and
T enjoy DYIIATROI even if you don!'s; ¢'ack any of my boxes or comment on the fake CRY
I sent (or has your turn ponped up yet? Yes it has so it shows you were on the top
of the list, so shame on you for not comrenting, Tt!ve written you letter on letter
but Ttve only gotten one delightful letter from Roys I guess T dam't live right.
Does anyone know where I can buy a bottle of Essence off ‘eber?) ((That wouldntt do
any good—T dontt write to Weher o o e A S o = U
""""""" A Rl T = i S I seem destined to burble on in my uUmfish
way here for a page. I might mention the Collectorts Bulletin: that T put out for
the N3F with the stout help of tle NEDITOR, C. 7, "Ned" Brooks, Jre, but when I ran

out of Blank back cover, I couldntt resist leaving Zd Cox a place to scribble and T
doubt tha you are a collector but T couldn't resist the chamce to YALE FBY BT IES
send you one so you!d join the Collector's Bureau just for want of anythirg better
to do. 1I'd save it if I were you--there were only 50 conies so that makes it acol-
lectorts item or something. ((What? ‘“Thatwhetwhatwhat? T got no ColBuzine, Got
the CRY which you labeled fzlre but if Seemed +thie sams as” any oth€r CIY. ~Got STGH OF
THE BLA WLESS.” Butf Fot No Colffufifie; ~Someonc mist Nave alr@ady ccllected iE.Y)™ =
Yot T1 probably Near a 1arre tyre einlosion frod TaliT.” Scoms Bruee Pelz Torgot to
‘send in a file card or listing and T forgot about him until T got a copy of sTAR-
SPIIWLE today. Probably the first zine Bruce ever missed getting acopy of. ((1o.))
Teach him not to send ;e the first seven issues of STARSPT'KIZ. Anyway 50 cooies
was the limit and now Itm thinking of all the people I missued like Pelz, Marry -
arner, 'ae Surtees Strelkov, all the big names of fandom, you lknow, Iavbe itts the
sadist in me that likes to make people suffer. T rmst have been taking “/eber lessons.
Come to think of it T missed him, too. ((I would prefer to think that you were show-

el I Ll Rt A el ACT R T SR s, STt S SO

- e e e

Everyone is using Iime Twil-tone these days. Tt seems to be most popu-
lar. Now if only someone ezn find a way to keep it from causing a bundle of lintfuzz
about a quarter of an inch deep inside my mimeoworks Ttd be more than intrigued to
hear it, And dontt tell me to use a static tensil on uy mimeo. It hates coper and
the last time I tried a statie tensil T ended up with enough confetti to supply New
Year's ©ven in Times Square or asuitable parade for John Glenn. That is when it
wasn!'t shooting the pages into orgit. iy mineo hates coper, Or is it copper? If
that isntt bad enough T use it for stationary also. ‘ore excellent stationary you
couldntt wish for, Erases lile a dream. But once a menth I have to take my duper
apart and clean out a large deposit of green fuzzy lint, I wonder if Tt'm the only
one with this problem or does everyone suffer it 2 ((We_don't)) TXeep happy.

THE THING ON TOTTEITIAIl COURT ROAD by Iang Jores, 36 ifinscombe Crescert s BEaling,
London W. 5, Grezt Britain, . : . :
_ Many thanks for that sickly green fanzine-thing you sent
me. T am now once more out of work ((fortunate fellow)) and T fird myself in the hap-
py position of being able to expand my fanac so6 Far as to actually include the mriting
of IoCs., !ind you, now I. find that fanac is talding up most of my time, and T am won-
dering what is goinz to happen when T f inally start work -again, Itts a pit that fans
have to work, isn't it? Thatts that about a hobby? ((I lmow what you mean. i hilst
in the service T had many hours available for fanac. INow very littTes I S e 7.
RS b o g B P R etk e sl e L St
torial rambling was, as usual, entertaining, in particular the LIFELIMNE item. Tackett
you have got a dirty mind. ' : e o g : _

, LA I wonder just how many fans would like to think of them-
selves as astronauts of the future, T know damn well T wouldn't. In fact to.get me:
on a hwxury Martian liner they would prebebly have to drag me screaming. T dontt
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somehow think that many fans are interested in going Up There. Trouble is wetve all
been reading too much science-fiction. ((I imagine we all like to think about being
able to dash about Out There but the doing Is somethifig eIs& Tgaifi.~ Dafin few of Us
Nave the phySical or mental make=up To really go. I spacefaring wWere as €asy as —
Tlying 17d give Tt a 2o buf T dontt expect a field GFive 10 be developed for a while
yet (aTthough e should RaVe ohe by The &nd of the centufy at which Time IT1T Be too
old To care). "1 no Tonger have The physical sTamifa nScessary 5 Talie the eTfacTs of
4 Tocket lauich TicT Jo ) have The Temtal attItids To imposeé upon mysclf The seTfs —
discIpline nicessary t0 get batk iR shape, ” Tn other words T am grown Soft and lazy
and Wi =46 Fiy speto Lrafellin g e il Brnbetl Mol ) Jo . L T T LT T e
______________________ T SR I was amused to read your re-
action to the small progress macde in nuclear power, iThen you sit right down and
think about it, the average Mindane has about ten times as much Sense of Worder as
the fan the fan, My father, for example, has a minor attack of hysteria any time the
approach of a satellite is forecast, and disappears into the garcden, calling us all
out to see it, (It invariably turns out tc be Venus or Saturn.) The blase attitude
of fans is dovmright sickoning ai times. The obher day I was out'with Charlie Smith
and Mike Moorcock. ifa were walking up Totienhesa Qo Road, when, in the window of
an electrical shop, T saw a thing that stopuea mz in my tracks, Youtve probably had
them in America for quite a vhile; they are glass bulbs, in which, in vacuum, is a
little paddle arrangeirent tiei i+ driven round and rourd by light,

“irjockatthatit T
sereamed, lmockinz over n few pedestrians and rushing to the window, "Goshwowboyoboy}!

1ike turned round to Charlie and shrugged, .
: - "Funrty lad,” he murmured,

" ' £ : "But,
hell, loolk," T spluttered, "GCantt you see? The little paddles are driven by the
pressure ‘of lightin

e Charlie yawnzd,

npstounding, 1952," he said,

These are obviously
the guys to have around when the bems finally get here. ((Blase, because we expect
so much more. 1hatts to get excited over such as the Icho Balldon When we tTe waiting
Tor The space statIofi?™ T geT mrct¥y Solffsh over Syncom 3, though.” Tow about FThat™ —
Trans-Patif iz TeleViSion Trow JxFail? Taybe TheyTlI Bring us the Pirk Tood Showe )™
T T 7T dLdnsT See ThE poIni of Nhe TghTnesst, Is It my famlf or “Jol¥enbargers?

' ' I
have always maintained that the difference between sf and fantasy was quite sharply
defined, at lcast as far as the individval is corcerned, purely by atmosphere. I
guess this alone could be what makes one story sf and another mainstream. The only
snag is that one personts boundaries might not agree with anotherts; in fact itts
very unlikely that they would, But everybody seems agreed that--say--"On The Beacht
is not sf, but that--umm=-—Sheckley!s "Journey Beyornd Tomorrow" is, Even though the
actual science-fictional elements of the stories are probably equivalemnt. And this
is not accounted for by the fact that only Sheckley is an sf writer. "The Circus of
Dr. Lao" belongs obviously to "our' fantasy gerre; but as far as I know Finney hasntt
written anything remotely stfnal at all, or at least if he has then therets not much
of it. _

T was rather croggled by James Ashetls statemernt thet "Fred Hoyle writes very
good science~fiction}® Fred Hoyle can't write ANYTHING very well, And please letts
for once forget this business about whether we want the science ar the fiction, oOne
mst be able to write to éxpress anything.” one might not have to be eapable of such
a high standard to describe a steam-hammer, or a twenty-williwatt Googlotron, as to
picture some subtle human emotion, but one must have some sort of competance before
one writes a successful book. TI'red Hoyle, T think, has nearly reached that level of
competance, but hets not there yet., One day he mizht write fair-to-middling science-
fiction, : .
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I want to join the Friends of Yossarian. 1ill you please send me my two free
crab apples and my piece of chocolate-covered cotton, ((How about some duck fea-
SRR it SEatr e DR R S R R LA e R e 7 o ]
T 777 1les Sample staggered me somewhat when he casually threw in a few references
to voting machines and 1little levers and suchlike. chod s 211 we have over here is a
cubicle, a ledge, a ballot sheet and a pencil. Crumbs. TIest! letter was rather twee.
((You and Charlie Smithe 0h, yes, voting machires are very, er, progressive, Like
you go in and pull a 1éver which cTcSes ThE Gu¥tain of the booth and emables the— —
TMachine. Thén you can push Join the "ITtT1E TeTeFs oVeF TF Bafdidstds of ac " SR
choice o, if youtre 1aazy, theFeTs a lirger Tover Which &nables Yol To vote a Stralght
ticket without botheFifng with 2l The TiTtle~ofeS.” TullIng Ine TiFst Tover . Cohn, g7
Supposedly récords your Vote afd openis the cirTains.  Tof 21T Statés use them, how-
&ver, sifice ThE machTnes aFe 1ImIt8d of Th8 Ziduft of InToFmation They can hold,J)™
7 Tiierve had "y T1Tght Zone "and "7y Favorite TartIan" onl TV over Here, and So T
can put forward my own sought-after opinion. Personally, T enjoyed TWILICHT ZOI'E
mich more, It was much funnier, 3 '

I'll be kind, and ipnore the blasphemy against
Bradbury; obviously your peculiar green publication attracts others of similar rus—
tic minds. ((7elcore)) £ ' :
~ T 7 7T Incidentally, after reading Harry ‘larnerts letter, I cut DYNA-
TRON into strips and loaded it into my camera. The pictures came out fine after
fixing in Gestetner ink at 68°, I would rate DYNATRON at about 25 ASA. i1l you
please bring out the next issue in 35mm strips?

THE BABY LII# BEAI !ENACE by liike Deckinger, Apt 10-K, 25 ianor Drive, HWewark, New
Jersey, 07106, 3 .

fey too, receive IIFELINE in this area and sometimes when Ttm up
early in the morning and itts too early to leave for work yet, Tt1l switch it on,
The subject matter is usually delivered in sincere (and occasionally pleading) tor 8
but the content rarely varies from the ultra-conservative line of thought, o0ddly
enough, the station carrying it is perhaps the only decent radio station in Newark.,
((Ahy you have indecent radio stations in lewark?)) From dawn to dusk it features
nothIng But Superior rusicdl aTbums, usually ofe to the hour. IIFELINE is the only
deviation to the schedule, I certainly hope that it makes 17, L, Iunt hanny to sell
his 1il ole baby lima beans while he warns us of the communist menace when we eat
them, mMunt refuses to sell red cabbage as a matter of policy,

By nor you must have
see the results of the ugo balloting and discovered where your predictions were ac-
curate and where you erred. ((I made no predictions, merely listed my own votes.))
The most encouraging segment was™ the TaiTuFe of GIORY TokD t6 #ili 2 Mufo tHis Jear.
Itts good to lmow that Heinlein is finally beginning to be Jjudged for quality xather
than nape, -

SCILI'CE STORIES lasted four issues and succeeding copies were in most re-
spects superior to the first issue which Richie Benyo reviews. T could be wrorg ; he
may have intended "Retro-Rip" to concentrate exclusively on one issue 2lone s Without
taldng into consideration the strides attained by future issues which upped tle qual-
ity greatly. The final summary in the last paragraph is uncertaing does he base his ;
Judgerent on just the one issue reviewed or all following issues? ((Just the first
issue T would say.)) Frank Robinsonts "The Oceans Arec ide" was among The BeSt of
the ye#mr, and Blcodstonets "The Last Days of Thronas" was a better than average
sword-and-raygun epic, Probably the most irritating item was the title. These were '
NOT science staries, Science fiction and science fantasy perhaps, but certainly not
simply science stories, as the title claimed 2nd the cover inevitably refuted,

I

hardly think it likely that the events and acts wernetrated by Mazi Germany during

the Hitler ycars could have been duplicated in this country. Injustiece, intolderance
and deprivation were present in both countries but barbarism and animal brutality . '
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have never dominated so many persons for so long as they did in Germany. of course
we still have owr Iu Klux Xlans, ‘our fiery rightists, unconcerrcd and uneducated
drunks and all the other undesirables., But we haven!t been mesmerized by strident
specches or sharp commands, we don't comdt irrational and detestable crimes, ex-
cusing oursclves curtly with the thought that, after all, theytre orders, and one
doesntt disobey orders. i : ' S N
A A oy ~ There are ccrtain mechanics that the ‘gocd stf writer. (or
mystery, or western, or contemporary writer) must take into account. = The story flow
itsclf should be free from mechanies and too obvious manipulalion but certain basics
should 'be present, subdued to just the proner degree so they dontt intrude into the
story. A gocd writer ean provide the correct pitch within the framewovic .of his story
going from beginning to more-compléx plot entanglements, a skill®il dongimert ot
acceptable climax, an ending, - etc. Shapeless fragments are only permissable if the
fragmentary farm creates the cffect embodied within the vague framcwori,
: ' : 4 . Hot only
did Tndians secalp whites but whites scalp whites, Try finding areasonably priced
hotel room in llew York City during Torldt!s Fair tire. Youill scc scalping that Sit-
ting Bull never dreamed of, ((ilbuquerque, being somewhat desparate for revenue,
1s considering imposing a speciil ™ tax on all FoleT/fiotel Fooms, TrikccpeFsT protests
That™it wiTl hurt BuSifieds; particularTy conventyon bBuciness, Sceém to be falling on
deaf czrS,” Fafeinatifigcity, ATbUqUecFaics ColleGtd Torc taxds and Mas 1855 To show _
Tor PHEThan ¥ Sty Tiarowa) ) @ o e ey == = PR s 2 Sy b T A :
CVE!" BEETTOVEL WAS BEAT by Bill wfolfenbarger, 602 Test 1ill St., Icosho s lioe, 6L850
ATom has another fine cover, necdless.to tell you, Gad, man, no interior illos}
TThat is the Fannish Tnstitution of America coming to?? Has some underhanded mundane -
bum been trying to undermine your doing what is Rizht? ((Yeah, tle medico who can't
scem to-clear up Chrystalls eyc troubles.)) : SN A R ST O '
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"y choice for best novel went to "gatts
Cradlc." T dig that book, Having been aiffi2 war baby has something to do writh it
ally toos T fecl stranzely "closcer" to this novel-—and, indced, it is a novel—than
any of the others under ncmination, ((Tt was 10T a rovel. Tt could have becn, By
somconc clsc it could havg becr a gre”T HoTFel, ™ fic it Wad TCatTs CT-d1T Was a-gimmick))
For BeSt sliort 'sTory, @ Thregh, ~Tor best ArtisSt) Ted Frown Cojer DammiE, Coye-
deserves ruch mere recognition, Best fanzire, DYNATRON. I mean it, ((Hat)) Best
prozine, what clse? ANALOGe i AN
: Richic Benyols Mictro-Rip!" was of special interest be-
cause a couple or threo yecars ago T found a copy of the first ish of SCTENCE STORIES,
Richicts story prefercnces followed mine to a tea. : .
i : 7" T know now of thc strange feeling
writcers get when they sce and read their work in print a year or years aftcr a sub--
mission and aceceptance., This is no guff, Roy, tis is an awe and a thank you. T was
18 when tThe Michtness" was composed and now It'm 21,
R T A s : Itm always intercsted in’ the way
Earl DTvers-spcaks with words, and I belicve lis "Tore Notecs Toward a Definitiont is
the best description of whet scicnce fiction really tris" that has apncared yet in
print. But trying to define that "fecling! would scem well-nigh impossible. TIf T
didntt have that ccrtain speeial feeling for the literaturc, T miglt be tryingto
write mystery storics for o living., Gad, men, I cringe cven thinking of that, A
A ‘ ; ' ; po :'Robin
Wood: Your comments on tht Beat Generation arc intcresting. I'm going to try fo
clear up a foew mis-canccptions presented in your letter, Far from evaporating, the
Beat Genoration 'is traveling to ioxics City; Tengicr, Athens, Paris; London, Tokyo,
ctce ((Good.)) ° ((Hey, Talkwii Shibano, lile, you got beats in Tokyo, man?)) °Strange
as it mey sourd, 1A, Ts™oF Wa§ o rcal Wfocal poiftT Tor The Bodts, ™ T(Tell, they
have’ 211 other sorts of weirdos out there--saucer nuts, flat carthors, hcalth Food
nuls, yoga nuts, mlncr porduc, ultra=liberol nuts, Birchors, 1initcmon—all Sorts of
nutssy)) The Tocal Points iA Emcrica Bolng Tow Yorls, Tenver ohd San Fronciscos — —
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Tt scems the Beats were never rcally now; like, cven Beethoven was beat. le was al-
ways weird and wild and beautiful in his own dark way, and his gigs were onc with
cternity. There arc two kinds of rcal Beats; onc is thosc who do goof around and at-
tract attention like a dead fly in abombed-out cellar; the other kind who madly rush
from bar to pad, pad to bar, city to city, cager to talk and to do cverything all at
oncc, Ttm afraid the public has the Beat sterotyped; a Beat can never rcally be
- sterotyped (even though it scems I have done it to them); most of the "BeaLsT have
dropred off and away, being lazy bums wanting to join a nopular band-wagon. But be-
ing beat for the Beat is just a mecasure of his existence., 0of his being., Tle Beat -
Generation hos not dore so ruch for jazz as jazz has dom for the Beats. There arc,
however, beat jazz musicians, 2nd being beat is just as natur2l and essential to them
as piclking up a horn to blow, Rc¢llins is beat, ronk is beat, "ilcs is not. Poctry
readings (and prose rcadings to o losser extent) began to be recited and cven impro-
vised with 2 jazz background. ‘That soon developed was '"bop writing®, aAnd much of
bop poctry and prosc is fantastic. f

((Yeah, itts that all right. T gather you dis-
tinguish betwreen those who actually conSider BeIng beat—hatcvBrThchelTtRaTis—a—
Way of 1ifc and ThosC-—the majority?=-7hd Just wonk along ToF The ride, Beat stéreo-

Types?” Tian, 7iTs gaSy, T1IIC ThatTs ofic conTormirf Bufnich of chaFcZters. )

1 : - ¥

DESERTION OF TIfZ CRANKS AMD VISIOIARIES by John Boston, 816 S, First St., I'ayfield,
Ky., 42066 '

Yowr paging in DYIATRON 22 is beyond me,..from cover to page VITI, then
“from 1 to 16, ((I sce. Anl just wherc did we leave you bchird? Did we go beyond
Yoot pagel Ao, - FHTsey ol MESBAE SoT  Tanl ShG iEeR e LRI I S e S - falonis —
U W M e e T T B TR L L o 2o Corments on tle Maptomic Age"
were espeeially intercsting to me, as Ttve just been reading Zornbluthts "Takeoffn
which takes off mosi cficctively on the worlings aixd misworkings of the ARC. ((Now
cut that out, Boston, thatts the way I write.)) T think the main problem is that To
~ on® realTy wanTs aTomic pofer VeTy badlys..1it doesn't have the immediacy of other is-
sues, and i¥Ts bBecn around long cnouh to have lost the stomp of noveliy. 1ot to
mention the fact that all the cranks and visionaries have descrted it for space tra=-
vel, which helps that institution not at all, on the debit side therearc a lot of
people who would be hurt badly by any extensive use of nuclear power. ((1ike Stan-
dard 0il and the private power companics? Gee; thattd be rough,)) IL the chemieaTl
TobBbyists were locked Up for a couplc of yGars, T don'T doubt Thrt a feasible atomic
space drive would at least be started. ((An atomic reactor for space-drive use is
in the cxperimental stage. Some sort of nicTedr roclet, T tHiNlk, Wi,  Tow many
refember "The 5tars Took Dowm" from ASE Back in The 5059~ Don? ™ Teno florm? ~ITm "tdo
Tazy to Took it up,)) As for supplying chedp powsr thrcush aTomic encrgy, Tobbyists
would Tlock To /ashington in such quantities that you couldntt get more in.with a
shoehorn at the first mention of any extensive development, T have no doubt that if
all the pover companies and related concerns cmtied their "Burn before reading" files
the utilization of nuclear power would jumy forard like a scared jackrabbit,

— e W ew ww o= e —a

Iam
slightly puzzled ((I knew it)) by the review of the cctober 1953 sCTmCT STORILES.
Whatts it for? ((Entertdimmcrt )) Certainly not to call the reader!s attention to some
outstanding piece of TictIonl bBuried in the trashpile of cheap boomtide magazines,
"{ing of the Torldts dge" may have been no classic s but it certainly ves umsual
enough to justify Coulson!s rcvicw, This review is nothing but a synopsis of the
magts contents, which -rould be superfluous if the magazinc were current. ‘Then the
subject is eleven years old, reviewing it appcars to be nointless. . (fwok so. ) %
gave us Benyo's reaction to the ll-year-old zine, which iras of IntepeBl ))& wine

% ; ; : Yes, the
U.Se should have kept IIitler from coming to power, all right, and any Russian or ‘est
German agent who assassinates (oldvater vill be perfectly within his rights accordirg
to l'arc Christopher's reasoning,
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All right, T111 ask Al Andriuskevicius whether leCarthyism still exists. What!s

his cell number? And did he get thromm in for belonging to the I13F?
The trouble with

Baxter's quiz in 21 is that failure to recognize the opening paragraphs of science-
fictionmvels doesntt necessarily denote ignorance, (To allay dark suspicions, T
guessed them all, no mean feat in view of the fact that at the time T hadn!t even
rcad "The Long Toud Silence", ((T had but missed it anyway.)) T would gladly for-
zet the opening paragraphs of all the science=fiction novels Itve ever read if T
could, in return, never forget such things as the date of l‘agellan's excursion a-
round the globe, the order of English kings, and the difference between a solution
and a mixture, ((Thy the concern over the order of English kings? They were a
pretty disorderly Tot,” ~ AsK EtheT 3bout The TiFsT Couple of Edwards.})™ ~— ~ ~
““““““““““ Forugn Gt 5% b adatbe v o i g T e of coursg
some of the truly classic science fiction stories are practically unavailable to us
late starters, except at outragcous prices, Take Hubbard!s "Final Dlackout". ot
only is it hard to find, but usually costs five or six dollars. Elirdonit Find it
hard to finds Tt's not morc than 18" from wherc I'm sitting,)) No paperbBack, To
Hothing exent a sfall hardeover edi¥ion from Hadley in T9L8, iany of the worthy
volumes put out by the specialty publishers in the days before the big-volume publi-
shers pushed them out ((and the boom went bust)) have never seen the light of a pa-
perback,” The advertiseménts™in & TONY=50 ISF read like a rarc-book catalog, For
instance, there have never, to my knowledge, been paperback editiors of the follow-
ing: Vright's THE THROME OF SATURN; Keller's LIFE EVIRLASTTHG, TiHEZ HOIOI'CULUS, THE
DEVIL AMD TIEZ DOCTOR, THE ABYSS, THE SOLITARY IIUNTERS; Ieinster's SIDETISE I TINE;
G. O. Smith's VENUS ENUILATIRAL, }NOIAD; Campbellts WHO GOES TIHFRT?; HUBDARD!S SLAVES
OF SIELP or DEATH!S DEPUTY; most of Staplcdony Weinbaum, Taine, etc. What do we get
from the paperback publishers? Iast year!s serials, Burroughs, and J. Humer Iolly,
((over to you Brother Wollheim,))

_______________ A decimal classification system for science-fic-
tion sours to me like a damn fool idea,with the little information T have about it.
The idea of the Dewey system is so that books on a certain subject may te shelved
togetler, Would you put Slan next to The Demolished Man or Children of tle Atonme
What about anthologies? SF 1s so much a short story Torm thzt Thoy would Throw the
whole thing out of whack. ((That one is for you, Brother Spcer.))
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Since stencilling the above I've receiveleack Speer's decimal classification system.
Your questions will all be enswered in the February issue, John Boston.

A MULTI-SYLIABLED NOISE by Robin Wond, 375 Day St., San Francisco, Celifernia,

—— S — ) !
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turn out not to be the new super race. In spite of what they claim. ((Heresy!))

But
I will bypass the con, not wanting to go entirely negative, and set to hacking at
this green Dynatron on my desk (which has just traveled some 200 miles on the front
seat of my car, in the full sun, and did not turn brown.)’(Ah, now that is interest-

— o e —— — —— — — —
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I note your plee for meterial. Dammit, why does it have to pertain

to stf? What kind of science fiction fanzine is this, anyhow?
Well, onward. This
time we will begin, as before, with the cover, which is, as you mentioned, a good &
spot as any. I see that in this 1ssue you have vut the cover right in front, which

e e S S e = e —
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I liked 1t and it was by ATom. Now what the hell else do you expect me to seay about
—————————————— : Dipping into neffer-
neffer—~dom for a moment, I might mention, thet put them down as one might, one has
to admit that their little open room @t the con was & Good Thing, I believe I drank
my dues worth of free coffee in the neff room. 8o three big cheers for the neff.
Meybe the neff isn't such a bad thing after all.. -

{ Darned right you'd be burned in
Effigy. Especially if the Effiginians found out you spelled their town sterting with
8 small e, I'd bypass the plece eltogether on my next trip through the area, if I
were you.

We catch these right wing broadcasts around here, too. In fact according
to the last one I heard, there was this plot, see, by the bankers in England to over-
throw the US government, and then it got sort of confusing. They tried to explain
how this plot worked. Anyhow, the moral of the whole thing seemed to be to watch out

— e e —— — — o —
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Why, Roy——you wonder
where all the wonders of our modern age are? Take & look around you. Why, there's
e«suh,,.well, Honda 50s and...hmmm...rum flavored toothpaste is the only other thing
I can think of. , :

: THE NIGHTNESS. Well, man, just as soon @as I got interested in it, it
quit. Had a sort of touch and mood to it that I like, but it was too short and vague.

.What 1is science fiction? A multi-syllabled noise.

sider yourself & Friend of Yossarian. ((Yossarien has no friends._ Everybody is out

— — —— — e m—— aw i —

to ki1l him,)) As good & thing as any to be. And what about Sem Umbrage? ((He's_
going to_stand for TAFF.)) : .

2 I dunno, do Philistines have equal rights. I don't really
remember., Come to think of it, I don't even remember if they're in the American
League or the National League. ((Pacific Coast League.))

For the first time in many
months, I scanned the TV tube while I wes staying with & friend while looking for a
rad in Frisco. ((;_see. Did you scan it vertically or horizontaelly? Makes & big

e e S e e e e Tt el wen v — o —— — — e — e — —

difference, you know.)) Two nights in & row I watched TV. Then I decided the hell

with 1t and went back to more productive activities, such @s mumbling, scratching and
skipping rocks scross ponds,

missed you there, too. Overrun with Turks as I recall. ((Well, I didn't_spend the

— e - = ——
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A GERMAN THOROUGHNESS by Jack Speer, 2034 Kiva, Senta Fe, New Mexico.

Latest Dyna-
tron 1s at hand, also #16 which 1 didn't get to in my last letter. I go at this
commenting with a German thoroughness. > _
7 otit The latest first. I don't believe i feel
nostalgic about ragged-edged megazines in general. I am rather oppressed at the
thought of all the Western, detective, fiction that has been crenked out, among which
1s doubtless some stuff worth reading. I feel somewhat the same way about Planet
Stories, I would never want to emulate Evans—at least at my reading speed—and read
every one of those space operas in order to classify them.

i 7S - ~ Those people with the
bumper stickers that say ZDon't worry—They're still 90 miles away! are missing & bet.
Territory of the Russien Soviet Federated Socialist Republic is within 35 miles of
the United States, at Bering Strait.((Actually it's a lot closer than thet. It is

S — e e ——m S em— e — —

only about e mile from Little Diomede Island (USI to Big Diomede Island IUESE):)T 2
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As a publiec letter writer, you'd get & kick out of a mimeographed letter of
which 1 received a copy last week. It was sent from Woolworth headquarters in New
York to all stores, and says in pert: "We have just reseived a very very oritical
letter from a lawyer in a city where we have a large store with reference to the book
'A TEXAN LOOKS AT LYNDON'. # This 15 a very objectionable book which is very oriti-
cal and unfair to Mr. Johnson who is the President of the United Stetes. # This book
was never approved and we do not know how it was ordered by the store in question.
We must insist that every store be notified that this book is not to be handled.,"
Oen't you just see the pansy wringing his menicured hends as he says "very very
oritical"? ((He_probably said "wery wery".)) Actuelly, it wasn't all thet critical.
I just said: I hed lunch in your downtown Albuquerque store the other day, and saw
beside the cash register a stack of paperback copies of A Texan Looks at Lyndon. It
was the only book being offered for sale that way, so it was apparently being
pushed. # I understand thet this book 1s & one—sided collection of meterial about
Lyndon Johnson, who is the Democretic candidate for President of the United States.
Pushing it seems to involve your store on the Republican side of the campaign, # I
think this book should be on the paperback racks with other books, &s should any
other partisan publication." This week 1 looked again, end TLL was gone from beside
the cash register, but (one copy in each slot) occupied most of a paperback rack, in
which there were also a few books on politics from the other viewpoints. Since the
books could have been rearranged by a vigilante not employed by the atore (like those
who insert "Communist mede" tegs in goods from eastern Europe), 1 decided not to pro-
test further. ((Shame on you, Jack, scaring the rabbits that way.))

What's Glory
Road about? The Civil War? ((§ygng_qgﬂ_qggggzy_ggq_gghgg_QEQQQEQQQQ_gpg_E;l}ipg__
dragons.))
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: Evers 1s using the wrong terminology. He's
not trying to define s-f. He's trying to describe its essenre., This is & worthwhile
endeavor, but it ought not to be confused with definition. FooFoo forbid thaet s—f
should be limited to what lies within e circle as vague es that which divides "poetry
from attempted poetry". Herd-headed G & C Merriam don't even try to limit "poetry"
by such & definition; they say the word is used to mean metrical composition or verse,
and so it is. So "acience-fiction" is used to mean everything involving extrepola-
tions, &nd it should be. Of course "On the Beach" is s—f. Maybe it's not written
by an author who breathes the pure essence of stef. There are fen, also, who aren't
really the stefnistic type, but if they engage in fanac, they're fen. Let people try
to isolate the mesning of true "stefnistic type", but mey they not imply that anyone
failing to embody it is no fan. And let Evers and the others try to distill the es—
sence of scientifiction, but not under the name of definition,

James Ashe says two
different and somewhaet inconsistent things about the advence of science in reference
to sclence-fiction. He says it has "left fannish knowledge and comprehension far
behind”; and he says space "is becoming quite well known, leaving no room for fantasy".

"you ere as guilty as the Germen people themselves" is an example of & fairly
vommon misuse of quantitative fro qualitative lenguage. Assuming that it is proper
to distinguish degrees of guilt, Marc Christopher surely means "You are as truly
guilty as the Germen peorle", & qualitetive thing (1 e, yes or no), but not that you

are gullty to the same degree (not you, Roy; say me).I guesa 1 could believe in Robin

Wood filling in crossword puzzles without looking at the definitions, but unless he
looked at one at least, i'd think it unlikely he'd come up with the same solution the
puzzlemeker had in mind. '' He is tiresowely talketive in his letter. '' No, i'd say
an indispensable object of the militery 1s to keep as meny as feasible of its own
soldiers alive. To that end, research mey be done thet has much valuable technologi-
cel fallout. Seeking how to disarm enemy military setellites, we could learn & lot
about astronautics, for instance. -
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Kujawa: Heck no, Neosho was practically the Confederate capital of Missouri.
(Put that in the present tense; Sterling Price is back in Missouril with a strong
force, heading for a showdown at Westport later this month.)
Terry Carr is active in
FAPA, and there was an indication recently that he is preparing a fanthology of 1963.
I imagine archeology field trips in the US are generally for similar purposes;
in Andy Zerbe's case, they're probably looking for my ancestors the Choctews.((Did
xou read about_the discovery cf & 10,000 year old well in the Portales area?))
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The

breed of fantasy that purports to explain meny apparently unrelated things might be
called the Donnelly type. Ignatius used that technique in building Atlentis. ((It
Well, maybe 1'11 go out and look at the stars now. Ruth
got me & three-inch refractor for my birthday, and this has stimulated my interest in
astronomg in several wilys. I'm even on the trail of an 18-inch reflector i might be
eble to buy cneap. It's qui%e a sense—of-wonderish thing to split double stars, and
see S&tUYN.WIth his ears sticking out, and-—gosh wow——Jove with the Medicean planets
changing places around him. The commercial name for & certain reflector scope ex—
presses the feeling: "Space Conqueror",
AND WE ALSO HEA i

S HE RD FROM: LYNN HICKMAN who likes towns like Due West, South Carolina,
Possum Run, Norih Carolina, and 0dd, Wesat Virgirla., And; of course, Napoleon, Ohioe
- -« ROSEMARY HICKEY whose communication waes completely untranslatabie. Use a éypers
pleese, nextime, Rosemary...,DENNIS KNUTH, who sent enough etamps for two lssues but
who seems to have given up his steadfest defense of comix.....DWAIN KAIZER, who com-
mented on BOB DAVENPORT's copy since I forgot to send one to Kaiser. And him a paid
:gzggzzgizéego;;;;PgOngngEAL?ERTO LAZZARINI who says that the Amerisan language, as
A g Guessn%h;:'s E%O;Ehglifems to have been invented by sume stf writer...

JOHN BAXTER: don't give up hope. 1I'11 get

ZM;;feo:S {g?n:?al Soon Now. Just ag goon 88 I get my recordeir back. Same for you,

ED COX: Doodle in thie space:
*************************************************

* ES
" *
* L
* L]
% *
% *

***********t*****t***t**#*******!**t#*********ﬁ**

BRIEFLY: I've been off the night shift for the last couple of months and a relief it
is, too. Hovever, it looks as if I'1l have another go at it egain next month. The
boss hes decided to rotate it around between us all-—bless hime...Chrystal has some
new glasses end most of her eye trouble seems to be clearing up. I think we can re~
sume interior ertwork with the next issue. If we have any, that is. She seys that
straight lines still look a little bit wavy but seem to be straightening out...Trans-
Pacific television. That's real sense-of-wonderish., Ad usual I end up with ten
spaces left on the stencil and nothing to put in them. I ecould put in a plug for a
TAFF ?andidate, I suppose. Guess it will have to be Terry Carr. Ga&d. Terry Carr
standing for TAFF. That little kid, Terry Carr. Doesn't seem possible, Well, he
;Z;Fa little kid when I knew him. Imegire Terry Carr all grown up end standing for

» It certainly is a wonderful thing...I wonder if I've insulted anybody in this
issue? If not I must be 8lipping. The very idea of Len Bailes saying I'm grouchier
than Coulson. Humph. I wonder if we could draft Coulson for President of the N3F?
Ghod, I gc?ta d? something for the N'APA wailing. I wonder if I'm etill in N'APA.
#ike I don't think I insulted all 45 of them last time. 25 maybe but not all 45. Heh,
Tho did I miss? Tim Eklund, how the hell did you get a copy of Dynatron 207 Do you
fuprose anyone will ever revive ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FIORIOND: . Joloasasio o b b win's sa BT,
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